TECHNOPOLIS

he turntable poses a tricky engineering
challenge. A vinyl record is placed
on top of it and, upon that, a needle
that runs in grooves to produce
the tiniest of vibrations, which in
turn generate a very sensitive,
low-level signal. Even the slightest of
external tremors will impact the sound
in some way, and huge amounts of
effort have been expended by high-end
audio companies over the years to
neutralise these effects.

One ingenious strategy employed by
Japanese firm TechDAS is to harness the
power of air. The Air Force range was
the brainchild of the brand’s founder, the
late engineer Hideaki Nishikawa, who
designed some of the much-lauded (and
still sought-after) Micro Seiki turntables in
the 1980s. The platter of the Air Force IV
is substantial — 9kg of solid aluminium —

but when you press the 33% or 45

DETAILS

TechDAS Air Force IV

£19,998, absolute
sounds.com

buttons on the unit and the platter
begins to rotate, it’s actually floating
on a thin layer of air produced by

a silent electric pump. No friction,
no vibration, no noise.
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VINYL FANTASY

Put a modern spin on
analogue audio

WORDS BY RHODRI MARSDEN

While the platter is spinning on this
air bearing, what of the vinyl? High-end
turntables often provide a manual means
of clamping records to the platter, but
TechDAS uses vacuum technology: press
the “suction” button and they’re rigidly
bonded together. If you were in any

doubt as to the sonic

NO ONE CAN effect of this, TechDAS
DENYITS offers a remarkable
FINESSE AND demonstration: place the
SONIC PURITY needle on the record,

knock the record with your
knuckle and you’ll hear a booming sound
through the speakers. Engage the vacuum
and that resonant boom disappears.

As is standard with high-end turntables,
you’ll need to buy a tonearm and cartridge
separately; the Air Force IV allows three to
be installed simultaneously for you to mix
and match. The styling of the unit is very
particular, and not everyone will find beauty
in its operating panel or its calculator-style
digital display. But no one could deny the
extraordinary finesse of the build and
the sonic purity it facilitates. BHTSI
@rhodri

o0 phono
4 0‘7’[,/

)

&
Q&
S
@
c
<

SETTHE TONE

Analog Relax founder
Yasushi Yurugi is on an
anti-digital crusade. “The
world has become too
efficiency-oriented through
digitisation,” he states on

his website, proposing an
alternative “analogue life”.
The intensity of his vision
has extended to making a
range of moving-coil phono
cartridges carved from the
Italian spruce long prized

by the makers of stringed
orchestral instruments (such
as Stradivarius). The process
also involved developing

a varnishing technique that
evokes the appearance of
those instruments without
affecting the cartridge’s
extraordinary tonal quality.
Where artisanal skill, micro-
engineering and unashamed
romance all meet. £7,288,
absolutesounds.com
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CLEAN SIGNAL

There are more sophisticated
ways of cleaning vinyl

(and HumminGuru would
acknowledge this, given that
it also produces a range

of ultrasonic cleaners) but
this hand-cranked device is
unpretentious, solid and works
well. Fit a record (from 7in

to 12in) on to the removable
clamp, then insert it vertically
into the washer tank where
the record will end up
nestling between two rows
of goat-hair brushes. Fill the
tank with 950ml of water
and a couple of capfuls of
the provided cleanser, turn
the handle on the clamp 12
times clockwise, and repeat
anti-clockwise. Remove from
the tank and leave the record
to air-dry (which took about
10 minutes) in the eight-slot
rack provided - and pristine
grooves are now yours. £65
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IT TAKES TWO

Records spin, and so do CDs,
but this is the first product
I’'ve seen where both formats
rotate around the same
central point. Hiding the CD
player beneath the spindle of
the turntable is a neat design
trick, and might give a new
lease of life to a neglected
CD collection. Both CD and
turntable output via a pair

of phono sockets or, if you
prefer, a Bluetooth connection.
Curiously, the tonearm

is fully automated - the
instructions contain warnings
against lifting it manually
-s0 you can’t cue up a track
precisely; you have to press
“forward” or “back” on the
remote to move the arm,
which is hit and miss. But it
has a decent Audio-Technica
AT3600L magnetic cartridge
and sounds great for a unit
at this price. £299
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MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKERS

Buying an active loudspeaker
means you don’t have to
worry about the interaction
between amplifier and
speaker, as they’re both built
in and designed to sound
great in tandem. The KEF
Coda W, unusually, goes one
further by also incorporating a
phono pre-amp, allowing you
to hook up a turntable directly
to the speakers. (If you have
a pre-amp that you have
affection for, you can connect
that instead.) There are also
Bluetooth, HDMI, USB-C and
optical ins; all connections,
including power, are made to
the primary speaker, with just
one cable strung over to the
secondary one. They have

a typically exquisite KEF
sheen and, as they’re rated
down to 41Hz, sound full

and mighty without needing
a subwoofer. £799 for pair





